CHAPTER XXVI

IN WHICH THE MODERN MOSES, IN THE CHARACTER OF
EMPIRE-BUILDER,   DREAMS  OF A  PROMISED   LAND
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FEW dreams that entered the mind of the General in old age
were dearer to his affection or became more fibred into his
ambition than the dream of a vast Salvation Army Colony
in Rhodesia. It was a dream which foreshadowed the ful-
filment of that other and far greater dream, the conver-
sion of the world. Our patriarch believed that by an im-
mense plantation of humanity in Rhodesia, a plantation"
scientifically conceived, scientifically directed, and scientifi-
cally developed, he could arrest and capture the attention
of the whole world. It was his belief that mankind wanted
mothering or shepherding, and he was convinced that he
knew how this process should be ordered. His faith in
discipline plus spiritual affection was unbounded. He
thought that he could make masses of people blissfully
happy, and richly prosperous in a State of this kind.

The year 1906 witnessed a sustained effort on the Gen-
eral's part to bring this dream out of the shadows of aspira-
tion and to give it the substance of accomplished fact. His
journal and letters are full of this idea. He gave months
in London to interviewing South African magnates and
British statesmen. We shall see that to the last days of
his life he nourished this brave dream and never wholly
despaired of its realization. One must suppose that he
often grieved over it4n those final days of his blindness
and pain. Certainly he passed into the spirit-world stub-
bornly believing that some day a triumphant Salvation
Army Flag would fly in Rhodesia over the happiest com-
munity under Heaven.

We find in the early days of January, 1906, the follow-
ing entries in his journal:
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